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Moline locations:
2601 41st Street
Southpark Mall
1601 Ave. of the Cities

Free Shake Winners this month:
Freshman: Shomari McQueen

Sophmore: David Lester
Junior: Chris Mihalopoulos

Senior: Gabe Martinez

     Football, as we’ve often heard, is a game of inches.  
So many inches will net a team a chance at glory.  
     Mere inches can stand between achieving pop culture 
immortality and losing it all.  It takes lots of inches to 
add up to a legend.  Brett Favre has miles and miles of 
inches. 
     I’m aware we live in Bears country, but the Monsters 
of the Midway are currently out of playoff contention, so 
the diehard Chicago fans don’t have anything better to 
read about in the newspaper anyway. 
     There are several superstars in today’s NFL. Dallas’ 
Terrell Owens can catch a football, race to the end zone, 
and alert the media that he just scored, all in under 10 
seconds.  New York’s Michael Strahan takes down 
quarterbacks like Trigonometry takes down GPAs.  
     Peyton Manning, of the Colts and nearly 90% percent 
of all American TV commercials, have been known to 
give any top defense migraines without even taking a 
snap.  Rookie sensation Adrian Peterson of the Minnesota 
Vikings holds the single game rushing record with only 
14 games in his career. 

     And yes, Chicago’s own Brian Urlacher could probably 
tackle a rhino through a brick wall with one hand behind 
his back.  But how many of today’s all-stars will still be 
in the league, let alone one of its top players at age 38?
     Longevity of course, is only a part of the Brett Favre 
iceberg.  Number 4 is the only three-time MVP in league 
history.  He recently passed Dan Marino for the most 
passing yards in NFL history in addition to all his other 
pasing records.     
         He has a Super Bowl ring the size of a golf ball.  He has 
never been surrounded with the offensive talent plethora 
of a Tom Brady, but still manages to be considered one of 
the best quarterbacks the game has ever seen.
     Favre has never been backed by a legendary defense 
like Terry Bradshaw’s Pittsburgh Steelers of the 1970’s, 
and yet Favre has had posted only one losing record 
as starting QB in his 17-year career.  After last season, 
the “old man” was expected to retire, many calling him 
“washed up” and “too old”.
     However, Favre came back, and his Green Bay Packers 
are currently 12-2, tied for best record in the conference, 
and strong contenders to take home a Super Bowl trophy 
sometime this February, making the score something like 
Favre 1 Doubters 0.

     Favre is one of the last heroes left in a sports world 
fi lled with jailed QBs, steroid-riddled sluggers, hockey 
that nobody outside of Canada watches, and the evil 
empire that is the Boston Celtics.  Shouldn’t we be able 
to enjoy one last feel good story in pro sports before 
everyone becomes too disgusted to watch?
     Favre’s tale is, of course, well known by now.  Anyone 
who has picked up a copy of Sports Illustrated can tell 
you that Brett Favre is the Sportsman of the Year. 
     Anyone wearing cheese for a hat can tell you that Brett 
Favre is the greatest QB to ever take a snap.  Anyone 
who has ever played receiver for the Green Bay Packers 
can tell you that Brett Favre can throw a football hard 
enough to split a hair, break a fi nger, or make a 255-
pound linebacker wet his pants.
     Anyone who has seen the hit movie There’s Something 
about Mary can tell you that Brett can act about well as 
Rex Grossman can throw under pressure.  Anyone who 
has watched professional football at any point in the past 
three months can tell you that B.F. is the most prolifi c 
passer in league history.
     But who can tell you what Brett will do next?  Only 
Favre himself knows that, and of course a good magician 
never gives away his secrets.

Age before beauty: Favre defies doubters in spectacular season
By: Charlie Garman
LO’T Assistant Sports Editor

     There are many famous athletes in the world 
of sports that started out in small towns. Larry 
Byrd and Michael Jordan are among them.  
Could we see another small town success story 
coming from the halls of Moline High School?
     Junior Ellie Tarr hopes to add her name to that 
illustrious list, but in a sport that doesn’t catch 
on with everyday ESPN Sportscenter fanatics: 
horseback riding.  Most people have heard of 
the Kentucky Derby and Seabiscuit, but beyond 
that, most high schoolers don’t know much 
about horseback riding, especially in this area.
     Not only is Tarr a horseback rider, but she 

is already one of the best in the country, placing 
17th at Nationals this year.  “I got 17th because I 
got some penalties on the last day of the show. 
Since then, I have gone to another event and I 
have raised my status in the nation to 10th on the 
leader board,” said Tarr.
     It’s hard to believe that someone out of Moline 
has such high status in the sporting world, but 
there are hidden gems in every rock.
     Tarr started riding horses in East Moline when 
she was six years old and has been in love with 
the sport ever since.  Ellie competes in 3-day 
events which is similar to a triathlon, she also 
competes in all events sponsored by 4-H.
     Tarr and her quarterhorse, Dusty participate 
in as many as 50 events each year from May to 
October, which keeps her very busy. She also 
rides 3 times a week, trains other horses, and 
gives instruction to young riders. Tarr no longer 
takes lessons herself, but says “they are the best 
things you can do to improve.”
     The best part about riding horses, according 
to Tarr is the fact that you get as much out of 
horseback riding as you put into it.  Since 
horseback riding is a big part of her life, she 
wishes to go to a college in Ohio and major in 
Horse Business Management.  Someday she 
hopes to open a facility and possibly compete 
internationally.

By: Spenser Warren
LO’T Sports Editor

MHS student athlete ranks tenth                  
in nation among horseback riders 

Junior Ellie Tarr poses by the MHS horse.  She 
and her horse Dusty have blazed the trail to the 
10th nationally ranked spot.  Photo by Patel


