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     You can hear the crunching sound of ice, the slam 
of bodies into the boards. You see the goalie make a 
spectacular save on a blistering ninety plus mile an hour 
slap-shot.
     If this sounds like a place where you want to be, look 
no further than the iWireless center in downtown Moline 
to watch the red-hot Quad City Flames hit the ice.
     In case you aren’t familiar with the local hockey 
team, the Flames play in the AHL (American Hockey 
League), which is the top developmental league for the 
NHL. Several Quad City Flames have already made the 
jump to the NHL this year including goaltender Curtis 
McElhinney, highly skilled center Dustin Boyd, and 
winger Eric Nystrom.
     The quality of hockey is also much higher in the 

AHL than it was in the UHL, where the area’s former 
hockey team, the Quad City Mallards played. Most of 
these players are just one step away from the NHL and 
put a full effort on the ice every night.
     Passing is much crisper and the pace of the game is 
much faster. This has been especially evident with the 
way the team has been playing lately.
     After a dismal start to the season, which saw the Flames 
not win a single game on a seven game homestand, the 
team has rebounded in a hurry to win seven of their last 
ten games. That recent stretch of success has seen the 
Flames climb from the bottom of the Western Division 
to as high as fourth place.
     A few new additions to the Flames roster have helped 
fuel the current winning stretch as Quad City Sports 
Ventures, the Flames ownership group, recently signed 
former NHL’er Krys Kolanos to help give punch to a 

lackluster offense. Kolanos has paid huge dividends so 
far for the Flames as the center has six points in his fi rst 
six games.
     The new goalie for the team, Brent Krahn has been 
very impressive in his fi rst four games with the Flames 
after returning from a knee injury. The 6’5” netminder 
has posted three wins in those four games while only 
allowing an average of two goals a game.
   Come out and support the Flames! It’s a great 
entertainment value for a relatively low price as youth 
tickets only run for $5. Junior Kyle Wehr says “the 
games are fun because I stand up and yell and hang out 
with my friends.”
       The Flames are a very exciting team to watch and can 
keep you on the edge of your seat at any given moment. 
Even if you don’t like hockey, you’ll be amazed by the 
team that you see on the ice.    
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