()
S and?
Q

Are the geeks of today “chic”?

Yes No Don’t Care

It is obvious that the geeks in the halls of Moline High School are considered hip according to this
recent student poll.

Geeks pwn @ M.H.S.

By: Lindsey Nelson

Sophomore Hanah Detaeye added, “I don’t really

LO’T Focus Reporter

Wearing glasses, having braces, and being overly
smart used to be the common perception of a typical
geek. Today, many people’s ideas have changed and
some people can’t even describe what they think
a geek is. This term is used much more broadly
now and sometimes is no longer taken as an insult.

Through a survey of the MHS student body, the
LO’T found there are numerous views of geeks.
Freshman Sam Fournier stated, “I honestly can’t tell
you what a geek is. People put less emphasis on geeks
and there isn’t really a specific lunch table or clique in
the hallway that is known as the geeks.” Sophomore
Bre Nelson added, “Geeks are called that because
they act different than other people and because they
dress differently compared to everyone else.” Another
freshman ,Andrew Palmer, said, “I think people con-
sider other people geeks because they don’t wear Hol-
lister and American Eagle but that’s just a stereotype.”

According to the students questioned on this topic,
the style of dress has a lot to do with if being called a
geek or not. Popular store names like Abercrombie
& Fitch and Hollister line the hallways because that’s
what people think is “cool.” Most students asked
about this opinion stated that they are guilty of ste-
reotyping people as geeks because of how they dress.

walk down the hallway and say; look, that person is a
geek lets make fun of them; I don’t know anyone who
does that actually.” Freshman Grey Giovanine also
said, “No one anymore really goes out of their way to
beat up a geek for being a geek. It’s just not like that.”

Obviously, the way geeks are treated has changed.
You don’tever see someone getting beat up for his or her
lunch money anymore, getting their suspenders snapped,
or getting tripped down the stairs. Geeks today are treat-
ed based on social status and who they hang out with.
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The stereotypical geek is usually found sporting a
pair of these sturdy, yet trendy, glasses.

Sophomore Emily Wolbers said, “I think geeks are
cool!” Another Sophomore Olivia Aten added, “Being
a geek really isn’t all that bad of thing. There are some
really cool traits about geeks that I wish I had.” Fresh-
man Josh Johnson said, “Geeks are so cool! I'm glad
some of my friends are geeks because whenever I need
help on my homework they know exactly what to do!”

Some people aren’t shy about the fact that they are
sometimes called geeks because of how smart they are.
Many feel that’s something to be proud of and isn’t be-
ing taken as an insult anymore. Those people who are
in high school and are still calling them geeks for being
smart are seen as jealous that people aren’t as smart.

Sophomore Kelly Rogers summed it all up by say-
ing, “Geeks are cool, if you are in high school and
you are still making fun of people for being so called
“geeks,” you obviously wish you were more like them,
and maybe you should take lessons from them...be-

cause I have never met a mean geek in my life.”

Word on Megabyte Isle:

“People are more comfortable with wearing geeky fash-
ions such as: thick black glasses, ties, and ruffled,
unkempt hair.” -Morgan Enburg, Junior

“Geeks will be mak-
ing a lot of mon-
eyl

-Ryan Menner,

“A great example of a chic geek is
the Geek Squad. They get to help
people while riding in a super,
Senior|sweet car.”

-Katie Douglas,

Junior

“The low social class of today will be-
come the high economic class of tomor-

row.” -Ravi Theja Yada, Senior
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Webster says...

By: Hannah Helms
LO’T Reporter

Twenty years ago, the brainiac with glasses
and braces would have gotten picked on, or even
slammed into the lockers by the bigger and tougher
guys. Today however, things have changed. You are
not going to get an atomic wedgie for being smart.

In society today, “geeks” are becoming
chic. So, what exactly is a “geek”? A “geek”
is just a stereotype, like a jock or prep. It is
what people label the kids who are focused on
academics, who may or may not be involved in
sports, or even the kids who love electronics or
things such as video games. But in this article,
we are delving deeper than that. We are talking
about “chic geeks”. But, what is a “chic geek”?

A chic geek could be considered the new
generation of what we now know as the “geek”.
They have evolved from being the helpless genius
who seems to get picked on almost everyday, to
being fully respected. A great example of a chic
geek today would be Bill Gates. If it weren’t for

By: Kathleen Bracke
LO’T Focus Editor

Can solve a rubix

You know you’re a

cube

him, we wouldn’t have computers in almost every
household and business in the world. When the
computer was first released to the public, he was
the one who had to show everybody else how
to use it because we just weren’t smart enough.
Now, when you think of chic geek, I bet
you’re thinking fashion. Well, as it turns out,
that kind of nerdy fashion is in. When you look
at the people around you, you will begin to no-
tice the retro glasses, those long tube socks, the
hip sweater vests, and even some people wear-
ing neck ties as casual wear. All of these styles
originated from the so- called “geek”, and the
popularity of this appearance is rapidly increasing!
What also makes a geek chic is the fact that it is
very likely that in the future, they are going to be the
ones who are successful. When you go back to your
high school reunion, you’re going to see that they
are likely to be the ones who have a great life with
a good job and are drawing a good salary rather
than those who failed to apply themselves in school.
It is easier today to be accepted for who you are,
whether you are a super jock or even the chic geek.

geek when you...

in under five minutes
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Geeks tend to be the # 1 audience for Sci--Fi shows like Star Trek, which iﬁvented the infamous Kli-
gnon sign.

Try to levitate out of your bed every morning using the “force“
Have a monthly subscription to Computer Shopper
Enjoy watching reruns of Star Trek: The Next Generation on Spike T.V.
Have more E-mail addresses than shoes
Think that Y“Hey baby” 1is the only pick-up 1line
Your speed dial # 3 is GameStop
This year’s Halloween costume was a TI-84 graphing calculator
Know w h at HTMTL s t ands f or
Spend five minutes a day trying to figure out how a traffic light works
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