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     The 2007 Moline Boys and Girls Cross 
Country team constantly make strides 
toward success.  The teams are coached 
by head coach Tauwon Taylor, Grant Iles, 
Tony Taylor and Jill Iams.  
     Cross country has one of the longest 
seasons, spanning from their fi rst meet 
on August 28th, to the IHSA State meet 
on November 3rd.  Most of the athletes, 
though, begin training in June, running 
300-500 miles over the summer.
     The boys’ varsity team; dominated 
by juniors, sophomores, and freshmen, 
changes almost weekly due to rising 

freshmen talent.  “The boys team has had 
a good year.  The future looks promising 
with a combination of fresh/soph and 
junior runners,” remarked Grant Iles.  
     Captain Jon Smith, a very promising 
junior, says, “This year was a great starting 
point.  Our team is young, so next we hope 
to be in contention for the WB6 title.”  A 
conference title is defi nitely attainable for 
this young team.
     The boys’ varsity team consists of junior 
Jon Smith, junior Nic Mizeur, junior Joe 
Zahn, freshman Eric White, sophomore 
Ian Miller, and senior Alex Anderson.  
The Maroon Boys fi nished 5th at the WB6 
Meet, in which Jon Smith placed 3rd, with 

hopes to qualify for state.
     Seniors Aisha Praught, Kayla 
Kauzlarich and Brittney Paller, Juniors 
Sarah Castel and Tina Eden, Sophomore 
Emily Wolbers, and Freshman Mariah 
Neal round out the girls’ team’s varsity 
top seven.
     Coach Tauwon Taylor says, “The 
key for the rest of the season is avoiding 
illness.  Sectionals will be tough.  Bringing 
in Chicago schools puts pressure on the 
top fi ve girls for a chance to make it to 
state.”
     The girls were undefeated in the 
conference until the WB6 meet where 
they placed second to Alleman, even with 

Praught’s win and Wolbers’ sixth place 
All-Conference fi nish.  Despite the loss, 
Tina Eden stated, “Conference was my 
favorite meet because almost everyone 
ran their best times.”
     Success isn’t all that brings the runners 
together.  Cross-country has a unique 
family dynamic that can only be the 
product of countless hours of working 
hard together.  
     Ian Williams, a senior captain, says, 
“At the meets we have so much as a 
team.”  Varsity newcomer Emily Wolbers 
enjoys the quality time as a team.  She 
says, “We are just like a family because 
we do everything together.”

Cross Country hopes to go distance as season  wraps up
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