
Getting involved

     For a high school student, all work and no play leads to a dull day.
     Students work in a wide variety of jobs around the Quad Cities.  “I clean the 
bakery and I decorate [cakes] sometimes,” said Madlyn Wulgaert, senior.
     The main types of jobs seen throughout the Quad Cities are grocery stores, such 
as Hy-Vee, fast good restaurants, or Whitey’s Ice Cream Shop.
     The big concern among adults about student jobs is that, “ Students will earn a 
little money and won’t continue with their education,” said Mr. Cabel, counselor, he 
fi nished with, “ Education is the key for fi nancial success in life.”
     Many students said that if they had a good job now and have started moving up 
in the company or if in a band and started going places, then  they wouldn’t want 
to go to college.
     Mr. Cabel stated, “ Age is not a factor when deciding if someone should work 
while in high school.  Some fourteen-year-olds have more maturity than an eighteen 
year old who has been working for three years.”  Madlyn, who agrees with Mr. 
Cabel, responds with, “depends on maturity.”
     Teens have started getting jobs at earlier ages.  Whitey’s hires kids at the age of 
fourteen, with a work permit.
     Mr. Cabel encourages his students to get part-time jobs, as long as they keep a 
“balance between work, home and school.”
      “Anything in excess is harmful” Mr. Cabel said later on.  When having a job the 
student should not fall back on studies or responsibilities or chores at home.

     “Crazy but that’s how it goes, millions 
of people living as foes”.  People haven’t 
always been known to agree. So when 
classes at M.H.S. were randomly 
surveyed on their favorite genres of 
music, 21 % preferred hip-hop/rap.  Most 
participants said they liked rap/hip-hop 
because they liked the way the songs 
were put together, the message behind 
the songs, and quite plainly just the way 
it sounds.  “It keeps me motivated.” Said 
one person in the anonymous survey.
     But, not far behind came rock with a 
14% approval rating.  Even though rock 
came in second the followers had a lot 
more to say. “It’s more energetic” and “I 
can relate to them” 
     Of course there was a wide diversity 
of genres too.  Ranging from techno to 
emo and from classical to hardcore.  In 
third place came reggae and in forth was 
a three-way tie between alternative, pop, 
and punk.  Even so, the underdogs still 
didn’t change their opinions. “Metal 
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     In a school with mostly hearing 
people, the Deaf cope in a different way.  
They write notes or rely on an interpreter 
to communicate for them.
     “In a school with mostly hearing 
people, they are very isolated from the 
rest of the school,” said Gail Thompson, 
teacher of the Deaf.  “They become each 
others best friend, or use an interpreter to 
communicate for them.”
     When asked about what the day is 
like for them, Thompson replied, “Its 
very normal, like ours. One thing that is 
different is how they wake up.  They use 
an alarm clock that either shakes their 
bed or a light that fl ashes in their eyes.”
     Being deaf, Senior Ana Solis fi nds it 
diffi cult to communicate with the hearing 
students. “Its hard to communicate 
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New technologies like iPods allow stu-
dents to store multiple genres of music 
in one place. (Photo by Menner) 
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sounds good and rap doesn’t because it’s 
just not right,” says Junior Ben Larson.  
“I can relate to Broadway more, and I 
just don’t like the sound of the singing 
in country,” says Ashton Driscoll, a 
sophomore.
     It looks like it’s going to be a constant 
back and forth of hip-hop/rap and rock 
through the years even though rock 
came in second.  Or it’s possible that 
metal might make a come back.  We’ll 
just have to see but one thing’s for sure, 
“You can’t kill rock and roll”.

because we need to use Sign, but we do 
write notes back and forth.”
     Ashley Cunningham and Ana Solis 
are both on the Flag Corp Team. Some 
efforts had to be made to learn the 
routines. Thompson added, “They can 
watch the routine, then count out beats so 
they can remember. Then they use their 
peripheral vision to stay with the kids in 
the squad.”
     Thompson gave the following answer 
to what made her become a teacher of the 
deaf. “When I was younger, I went to a 
camp and the counselor taught us a song 
in Sign, and I got very interested in it.” 
Ana followed up by saying, “We need 
more interpreters to help us communicate 
with the hearing.”
     If a person is  deaf, it doesn’t necessarily 
mean they’re different. It just means they 
take extra steps to make sure people 
understand what they are saying.

Gail Thompson, a teacher of the Deaf and the Hard of Hearing, signs 
an important message as she explains her role to the class. (Photo by 
Ravi)


